22-24 Months
Is your child doing the things children this age usually do?

· Toddler runs well and can jump with both feet coming off the floor

· Toddler can make a circle with a crayon

· Toddler puts 2 words together (i.e. “Doggie bark, “Me hungry”)

· Toddler feeds self well with a spoon

· Toddler copies adult activities (uses tools, tries to sweep)

· Toddler will defend her/himself if someone tries to hurt them
· Toddler points to and names simple pictures

Activities to promote development of this age:

· Kick and throw balls.
· Pretend play with safe kitchen utensils, dolls, telephones, etc.
· Provide simple shape puzzles with 3-4 pieces.
· String large beads or play with blocks.
Questions Parents Often Ask: (Answers on the back page)

1. Why doesn’t my toddler understand about danger?

2. Why does my toddler get so angry and carry on so much?

3. My toddler does not say much, should I be concerned?

The staff at the Ionia County Intermediate School District will provide an in-home developmental screening and referrals to appropriate programs for children birth through five years (if not yet enrolled in kindergarten).  This guide is meant to provide information regarding your child’s development.  If you have any concerns please talk with your physician or contact Start Smart. 
*There is no cost for these services!

Call Start Smart

1-888-792-4491
Early On

616-522-1410  
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                       These programs are part of Ionia County Intermediate 

                        School District’s Great Parents Great Start Program.
22-24 Months
1. Why doesn’t my toddler understand about danger?

Children of this age are starting to become very independent and want to explore their surroundings.  They are unaware of what can be dangerous which is why we need to childproof their environments.  Be sure that dressers are securely mounted to the wall (toddlers love to climb and may try to climb a dresser), cover outlets, and barrier stairs with a gate to help keep them out of dangerous areas.  Children of this age cannot be left alone.  As parents check their homes for safety it may be necessary to get down on their knees to see what might be potential dangers.  This is a time when parents often hear themselves saying “no” a lot.  Prevention of dangerous things will help reduce the number of times a parent says “no” and will relieve the anxiety that the child will be in danger.  Remembering that children do not understand danger makes it even more important that parents take all the necessary steps to ensure safety.

2.  Why does my toddler get so angry and carry on so much?

Remember, this is the time that your child is going to let you know that they want to do many things for him/herself.  Your child may have temper tantrums because they cannot do what they want or tell you in words how he/she feels.  Allow them to have temper tantrums in a safe place until they calm down.  Give toddlers an extra hug when he/she calms down.  Allowing your child to use security objects (blanket, stuffed toy, or thumb sucking) can help them during stressful or hectic times.

3.  My toddler does not say much, should I be concerned?

Often parents look to other children to compare skills as a marker to how their child is developing.  Language skills are one of the areas that is very easy to compare in a child who is almost two years of age.  Typically, a child this age should have somewhere between 25 and 50 different words and be starting to combine those words into two word phrases.  Your child’s language skills form the foundation for reading later in life so being on top of what your child is doing as a toddler is very important.  Here are a few guidelines:

· A child this age should have a minimum of 25 words;

· Be able to easily imitate new words and two word phrases and;

· Be showing a steady growth in adding new words to his speaking vocabulary.

If your child does not have these skills then you may want to talk with your physician and call Start Smart for a consultation with a speech therapist.  There are programs for children between birth and five years of age available in the county designed to support families in their child’s growth and development.
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