2½ -3 Years
Is your child doing the things children this age usually do?

· Child begins to play with other children 
· Child can say her/his name

· Child can balance on one foot without holding on

· Child can copy a line from top to bottom of the paper with a crayon
· Child holds a pencil the way adults do

· Child can put on a coat, jacket or shirt without help

· Child understands concepts of in & out, front & back, over & under

Activities to promote development of this age:

· Play follow the leader while going up/down; over/under and through different objects.  Talk about what you are doing.
· Invite your child into the kitchen to help with pouring, measuring, stirring, and rolling.
· Pretend play with large boxes and blankets for tents and forts.

· Mold playdough and make puppets from small paper bags. 

Questions Parents Often Ask: (Answers on the back page)

1. Why is it hard for my 2½-year-old to make friends with other children?

2. What kinds of activities can I do with my 2 ½ -3 year old to get them ready for preschool?

3. I have noticed that my 2-year-old is starting to stutter.  Should I be concerned?

The staff at the Ionia County Intermediate School District will provide an in-home developmental screening and referrals to appropriate programs for children birth through five years (if not yet enrolled in kindergarten).  This guide is meant to provide information regarding your child’s development.  If you have any concerns please talk with your physician or contact Start Smart. 

*There is no cost for these services!

Call Start Smart

1-888-792-4491

Early On
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616-522-1410 
                     These programs are part of Ionia County Intermediate 

                      School District’s Great Parents Great Start Program.
2 ½ -3 Years 

1. Why is it hard for my 2 ½ year old to make friends with other children?

Many parents anxiously anticipate getting their toddler together with another child to play. What may start out as a wonderful exchange of hugs and cooperation may give way quickly to crying and shoving and parents are left wondering what is wrong with my child?  Developmentally two to three year olds are becoming more independent and developing a strong sense that they are their own person who has control over what they can do.  Two and a half year olds are very excited to connect with peers but they also have issues with respect to possession of objects and their rights to things in their world. Parents of toddlers need to remember that friendship, sharing, cooperation and communication are all part of developing social skills.  Young children need time to progress through the different stages and opportunities to practice their social skills.  Friendships and play will look different as your child gets older and more sophisticated with his/her skills.

2. What kind of activities can I do with my 2 ½ -3 year old to get them ready for preschool?

Research supports the fact the children who have attended a quality preschool program do better academically in the later school years than those who have not had the experience-so it is GREAT that you’re considering this for your child.  Usually around three years of age is when a preschool experience is given consideration.  The preschool experience will:  (1) help develop your child’s sense of independence and the ability to work independently and complete tasks;(2) develop your child relationships with others and help him to function in a group by following directions, rules and routines and (3) provide structured activities that allow your child to develop skills in language, motor, learning, self-care and social emotional development.  Separation may be one of the biggest concerns when considering preschool.  If your child has not been in daycare or has not had many babysitters you may want to expose him/her to this experience for short periods of time.   In addition, many preschools programs require that the child be toilet-trained so this may be another area to work on at home before you decide to start. Other than that, providing a strong language-base for your child through talking, reading and songs is a great way to assure that their preschool experience is a positive one.  All children should be able to attend preschool, visit programs and talk to other parents to find the right one for your family.

3. I have noticed that my two-year-old is starting to stutter.  Should I be concerned?

A change in a child’s speech pattern that sounds like stuttering can be concerning for parents.  Many children between the ages of 2 ½ to 5 go through a period of what is called normal dysfluencies in which they repeat whole words or parts of words.  Often these dysfluencies are more frequent in the evening or at other times when the child is overly tired. Most of the time as a child grows and develops the stuttering behaviors stop.  Repeating whole and parts of words are the least concerning behaviors. If your child begins to extend sound such as baaaaby, is unable to make sounds when he/she attempts to speak and/or avoids talking at times, talk to your physician and/or call Start Smart for a consultation with a speech therapist.  
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