3-3½ Years

Is your child doing the things children this age usually do?

· Child knows if he/she is a boy or a girl

· Child can cut paper with scissors

· Child can thread a shoelace through a bead or eyelet of a shoe

· Child can jump with both feet leaving the floor at the same time

· Child can say both first and last name

Activities to promote development of this age:

· Play at the park and let your child climb, jump, and run.

· Sing the alphabet song and stop at a letter to see if your child knows what comes next.

· Draw with colored pencils, markers, and crayons.

· Make necklaces with different sized beads.
Questions Parents Often Ask: (Answers on the back page)

1. My 3 year old still isn’t potty trained, what can I do?

2. My 3 year old still cries when I leave her/him at daycare/preschool.  Is she ok?  

3. Why does my 3 year old want me to read the same book over and over and over…?

The staff at the Ionia County Intermediate School District will provide an in-home developmental screening and referrals to appropriate programs for children birth through five years (if not yet enrolled in kindergarten).  This guide is meant to provide information regarding your child’s development.  If you have any concerns please talk with your physician or contact Start Smart. 

*There is no cost for these services!

Call Start Smart

1-888-792-4491

Early On
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3-3½ Years

1. My 3 year old still isn’t potty trained, what can I do?

Children learn to use the toilet at different times.  If you have been trying for a while and your child still isn’t using the toilet, review these tips: 

· Use a potty chair that is close to the floor.
· Place your child on the potty the same time everyday – before bed, when he first wakes up etc.,
· Ask regularly if your child has to go potty and encourage them to tell you when they have to go potty.

· Avoid giving too many fluids before bedtime.
· Let the child watch others use the toilet.  

Celebrate the child’s successes and treat accidents in a matter-of-fact manner.  Never shame or punish a child for accidents.  When a child has positive feelings about her/himself, they are more likely to be successful at potty training.  If you are still concerned, contact your doctor to see if there is a medical reason why the child cannot be trained.

2. My 3-year-old still cries when I leave her/him at daycare/preschool. Is she/he ok?  

Clinginess and crying may be difficult to cope with especially in public. When you child behaves this way, they fear that when you leave, you may not return.  Don’t deny their feelings or tell them that they are acting like a baby.  Leave in a way that builds your child’s trust in you.  Say “good bye” rather than sneaking out.  Tell your child you will be back in terms that she/he can understand such as “I’ll be back after snack”. You may even leave a personal item with the child such as a sweater or purse to comfort them while you are gone.  Then leave and don’t look back.  Trust the adults in charge to care for and comfort your child.  Have good communication and make a plan on how you will leave with the adults in charge.

3. Why does my 3 year old want me to read the same book over and 
     over and over…?

Children learn through repetition and practice.  A young child wants to hear the same story read over and over because it is familiar and predictable.  The child begins to understand what will come next and eventually be able to ‘read’ it by him/herself by retelling the story.  Repetition also builds and strengthens the connections in the brain.  So relax when your child wants you to read that some book again and know that it is good for their brain and soon your child will be reading to you!
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           These programs are part of Ionia County Intermediate 


            School District’s Great Parents Great Start Program.
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