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by Ben Fox

Why do you need to know about Windows XP?


The older workstations and laptops at the ISD are being phased out.


You either have or at some point will have a Windows XP computer 

here at the ISD.

95% of new computers will have Windows XP on it until at least 2007.


That means it's here to stay.  With XP you don't need to worry about 

learning something new only to have it changed next year.

Many of you right now have home computers with Windows XP on it.


The better your home computer habits are the better you will be able 

to function with the new computers here at the ISD.

What are the differences between Windows 98 and Windows XP? (Highlights)

Windows 98 will run on a slower machine with less memory, however, it can't take full advantage of a faster computer with a lot of memory.

The first thing people notice when they start a Windows XP computer, the start menu is different.
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Instead of simply having Programs, Settings, Search, Documents, etc. in the menu, it now has My Computer, My Documents, My Pictures, and other shortcuts, such as commonly used programs, and Control Panel. 

More thought was put into the overall usability of Windows XP.


Viewing pictures as thumbnails.


Built in picture and fax viewer.

While Microsoft has decided to extend software support to Windows 98 until 2006, the newest updates will go to Windows XP first.
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Because of this most new software is being written for XP and not 98.
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Windows XP uses profiles.

Windows XP provides for two kinds of accounts – Administrator and Limited. An Administrator user can change any aspect of the computer and generally has full control of the system, whereas a Limited user has control over their own files and settings but can’t mess with the system. (You can change the permissions of Limited users, to provide varying degrees of control). 
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The computer will remember each person's settings.  Including but not limited to:  Their desktop background and screen saver, their internet homepage and favorites.  Most importantly, the My Documents folder is unique for each user.

Windows XP features System Restore.

If something bad happens to your PC, you can restore your PC to an earlier point in time when it was working better.
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Automatic Updates

Turning this on will allow your computer to stay up to date by downloading and installing Windows updates for you.
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Security


Win 98  -not so secure


Even if there is a login screen, to gain access to the computer just hit escape.


Win XP  -much more secure


If you encounter a login screen, Windows will not let you in until you identify 
yourself.


Built in software firewall.
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XP will ask you if you are sure you want to install this program.
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This becomes very handy if a popup or virus tries to install a program without your permission.  

*This Windows XP Guide describes many features only available with service pack 2.

If you don't have it or aren't sure go to www.windowsupdate.com and get it. 
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